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PS409 
Psychology, Science, & Pseudoscience 
 
 
Blog Contribution (25%) 
 
 
Indicative word count: 500 to 1000 words  
Description:  Post contributed to a blog on a set topic  
Instructions provided:  Week 3/4  
Due date:  End of Week 12 (i.e., 25 November 2011). Submissions in advance of this date 
are welcome, and will be posted to the blog after copy-editing. 
 
 
Instructions:  Please write a blog entry according to the instructions presented overleaf.  
Prepare your report using Microsoft Word, with Times New Roman font (size 12), double-
spaced text, and the default margins.  Save your file using your Student ID number as part of 
the file name, as per the following example: 
 
 01234567_ResearchPaper.doc 
 
Then submit your file via Blackboard.  (Please note that you are responsible for submitting 
your paper by the deadline.  Blackboard will record the submission time and add a time-stamp 
to your file.)   
 
 
You are asked to bear the following points in mind: 
 

• Please be sure to keep a copy of all files you submit.  In the very unlikely event that a 
submitted piece of work is electronically misplaced or that a dispute emerges as to 
whether or not a piece of work was originally submitted, the student will be responsible for 
supplying a copy of the submission on request. 

 

• The School of Psychology operates a uniform policy regarding the late submission of 
assignments.  All work submitted late will attract a reduced mark, except in particularly 
extenuating circumstances. The School has decided upon a uniform deduction of 10% of 
marks per day overdue. 

 

• The system of applying a deduction on work submitted late is not intended to 
disadvantage students who encounter genuinely problematic circumstances that interfere 
with their ability to meet deadlines. Should students experience such circumstances, they 
are requested to notify the School at the earliest possible opportunity (e.g., in advance if 
possible) so that a fair allowance can be made. 

 

• Students are advised to consult their Psychology Student Guide, or the School of 
Psychology webpage, for information regarding the School’s policy on plagiarism.  Please 
be aware that the electronic submission of assignments enables the University to screen 
it using plagiarism detection software. 

 



PS409 Research Paper 

[This document will be updated periodically to incorporate clarifications or other necessary additions. This is 
Version 1.0, dated 28/09/11] 
 
1. Your objective in this assignment is to produce a brief account of a pseudoscientific topic, event, or 

subject matter that has received coverage in the public news media, according to the template set out 
below. The account should be written in a style suitable for posting to “The PseudoNews Project” blog, 
which is affiliated with our PS409 class (see http://thepseudonewsproject.wordpress.com). 
 

2. For an example of a suitable blog entry, see: 
http://thepseudonewsproject.wordpress.com/2011/09/28/58/  

 
3. The item must be reported in a public news media outlet, and must be accessible via the internet 

(although a secondary weblink would be acceptable). 
 
4. The item must be recent, published no earlier than 1 September 2011. 
 
5. For a news item to be considered “PseudoNews”, it must describe a questionable topic, event, or subject 

matter that seems to be scientific but is actually not.  
 
6. An important requirement is that the relevant content must be reported as news, without questioning 

whether the claims being made are pseudoscientific. In other words, the item must not be an exposé or 
skeptical article explicitly concerning pseudoscientists or charlatans. 

 
7. If you want to confirm that the news item you are considering meets the above requirements, please 

send me a query by email (brian.hughes@nuigalway.ie) with the subject line: “Is this PseudoNews?” 
 
8. When you have chosen your news item, prepare your blog entry as a Word document according to the 

following format: 
 
 
 

a. Dateline: [i.e., the date on which the news item appeared] 
 

b. Posted by: [i.e., your chosen name. If you don’t wish to use your real name, then supply as 
username suitable for posting to a public website. For example, free to use your twitter name] 

 
c. Sources: [i.e., the media outlet that originally carried the news item. If more than one media 

outlet reported the same event, then please provide multiple examples. Please supply the web 
addresses for each.] 

 
d. Story title: [i.e., the news item’s title or headline, or a suitable rephrasing of it] 

 
e. Summary: [i.e., the details of the topic, event, or subject matter reported in the news item. The 

length of this section should be at least 150 words.] 
 

f. Why is this PseudoNews? [i.e., an explanation of why the material is scientifically 
questionable. Cite empirical evidence or research literature to support your case if you wish. The 
length of this section should be at least 150 words.] 

 
g. What features of pseudoscience are on show? [i.e., aspects of the news item that represent 

some of the distinguishing features of pseudoscience. Please consult the lecture slides for Week 
02, Lecture 02 or http://bit.ly/pgoJYx. The length of this section should be at least 150 words.] 

 
h. The moral of the story: [i.e., a short concluding remark describing what has been learned. This 

section should be 20 to 40 words long.] 
 

 
9. If you wish to embed weblinks into the text of your blog entry, then you can either do so directly or else 

add the relevant details to the end of your submission. 
 
10. When you have completed your blog entry, please submit it via the PS409 Blackboard site. In other 

words, do not attempt to submit it via The PseudoNews Project website. 
 


