Somewhere, something incredible
is waiting to be known. Carl Sagan
It just needs to be found... REIsearch - a secure platform to connect, share and
discuss. Bringing researchers, journalists, policy makers and citizens who want to have
reliable and trusted information on the issues in science and the science in issues.
REIsearch helps you to find the relevant information and discuss the big scientific
issues in a trusted environment.

THE ROLE OF SCIENCE IS BEING REDEFINED
In addition to the classical role as the creator of the most used form of knowledge, science in the
21st century is moving from a linear process into a dynamic and complex network of relationships. A network
with a myriad of actors and sectors who are strengthening and broadening its role within society.
Citizens talk about science all the time, mostly in an unconscious way. They talk about science when
they address such various subjects as climate change, growing cost of national healthcare system,
part of science

THE POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT IS CHANGING
The rise of evidence based policy making and wider consultations for reaching political decisions have
increased the need for policy makers and politicians to have reliable and accurate information. The
expectations have risen with regards to making well founded decisions with clear evidence and careful
consideration of the many aspects of an issue. There are many experts and advocates, even lobbyists
with their side of the story. On the other side, the citizen struggles to be heard and taken seriously as
an act rewarded by trust or denied by distrust. The thin difference may rely in the correct use of relevant
informations

THE INFORMATION ECOSYSTEM IS BLURRING
The information society, with its many ancient and new forms of media, affects almost all aspects of
fundamental choices of society. Yet the changing media environment has moved the editorial process
of content providers from pre-publication to post-publication, raising the concern of identifying reliable information online and the risk of authoritative media being swept aside. This changing
environment challenges even the most authoritative media yet it also offers a wide range of new
opportunities to deliver quality content, connecting and engaging citizens through new platforms and devices

TRENDS

Rise of Networks
The exponential development of the internet and other related netwoks
has vastly increased the number of people connecting to each other.

Culture of Collaboration
The internet and globalization have enabled people to freely and openly
share their work and come together to exchange and collaborate.

Global Nature of Challenges
Modern societal issues require more than a single technical solution.
Any solution will be wide reaching and multi- and inter-disciplinary.

Citizen Empowerment
Citizens are exercising their right to be informed about and
contribute to the democratic process and its outcomes.

Contested Science
Science has shifted from being an absolute arbiter of truth in the public sphere to
a more nuanced negotiator of diverse interests, disciplines and types of evidence.

reliable information by relevant experts? Do we get the chance
to ask them questions and receive explanations ?

The European Parliament proposed REISearch as a priority pilot project for 2014 to be developed in 2015.
The proposal was awarded an “A” by the subsequent European Commission assessment. REIsearch has
received 1 Million ¤ in funding from the European Commission

REIsearch
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1: Jerzy Buzek MEP, Chair of ITRE Committee, former President of the European Parliament, former Prime Minister of Poland,
Member of the Board of Atomium Culture – European Institute for Science, Media and Democracy
Honorary President of Atomium Culture – European Institute for Science, Media and Democracy and former President of France
2: Michelangelo Baracchi Bonvicini President of Atomium Culture – European Institute for Science, Media and Democracy
Felipe González Chairman of the Board of Atomium Culture – European Institute for Science, Media and Democracy, former Prime
Minister of Spain Miguel Ángel Martínez Martínez former Vice President of the European Parliament 3: José Manuel Barroso
Former President of the European Commission 4: Angela Merkel Chancellor of Germany 5: Martin Schulz President of the
European Parliament 6: Nils Torvalds MEP, journalist and writer 7: Neelie Kroes former Vice President of the European Parliament
responsible for the Digital Agenda 8:
Vice Principal of the University of Edinburgh Ron Mobed Chief Executive
Polish Minister of Science and Higher Education Gernot Klotz Executive Director
Research of CEFIC Anne Glover
Guy Eiferman
Senior Vice President of MSD 9: Alain Lamassoure Member of the European Parliament 10: Jean-Pierre Bourguignon President
of the European Research Council 11: Carlo Rubbia Nobel Laureate, former Director of CERN, Member of the Board of Atomium
Culture – European Institute for Science, Media and Democracy
former Vice President of the European Parliament
12: Pilar del Castillo Vera MEP, Chair of the European Internet Foundation 13: Maria da Graça Carvalho former MEP, member of Cabinet of
Commissioner Moedas 14: Paul Rübig MEP, Chair of STOA 15: Martin Hynes Chief Executive of the European Science Foundation.
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REISEARCH NETWORK AND AUDIENCE MAP
The audience map depicts the vast array of groups targeted by the REIsearch platform.
The sectors give an overview of the audience and users who interact via REIsearch.

POLICY
European Parliament
European Commission
Joint Research Centre

30 Commission Initiatives for 2015
Over 1500 pieces of legislation passed each year
Over 30000 policy makers
Increased focus on Evidence-based policy making
Societal Challenges in Horizon 2020

SOCIETY
13 industrial partners with over 400B€ turnover
Leading national and European
organisations in each country

500M European citizens
Over 50% are affected by Chronic Disease
Citizen Engagement
Medical Alliances
Patient Groups
Science and Society Bodies

RESEARCH
25 partners universities (Over 100000 researchers,
Over 1 Million students)
Mendeley (3 Million users,
500 Million documents)
Elsevier (over 2200 Journals)
OpenAIRE (7 Million researchers, 8.4 Million publications)
Joint Research Centre (2100 researchers)
European Research Council (4500 projects)

ERA - European Research Area
2.6 Million Researchers

54000 Patents per year
Academic Partners
Learned Societies
Funding Bodies
Academies

MEDIA
14 Countries for Launch
14 leading national media
partners (reaching over 2.2 million Europeans)
6 Languages (English, French, German, Italian, Polish, Spanish)
Bloggers
Social Media
Academic Publishing
Polls
Discussions

PUBLIC LAUNCH OF REIsearch
In October 2015, the beta of REIsearch will be opened to the public. The launch campaign will focus on the
societal challenge of chronic disease. By launching the platform with one topic, a critical mass can be built
to demonstrate
issues. Before end of 2016, four additional initiatives will be developed to expand the reach of REIsearch.
The launch will take place in October and will last for a month. This will
occur in 14 countries with our media partners and will be carried out in
6 languages. All the sectors of our audiences will be engaged in channels
appropriate to them. This means that the REIsearch platform will display
content most relevant to the the type of user - citizen, policy maker,
researcher and media. REIsearch has selected one area of interest and
will focus its launch by considering three key factors: Active Research,
Policy Timeliness and Public Interest

Active
Research
Policy
Public
Timeliness Interest

Healthy citizens are the greatest asset any
country can have. Winston Churchill
SOCIETAL CHALLENGE: HEALTH
The approach that REIsearch wants to foster is the societal challenge concept. Instead of keeping
research divided into disciplinary silos, fragmented and distant from citizens, approaching issues as
intersectoral and interdisciplinary where solutions are created together will create more effective and
broad results. No particular type or source of knowledge is privileged in this model, understanding
that the most successful solutions are those that incorporate local expertise. As a highly topical social
challenge, REIsearch has chosen to showcase a topic concerning health. Chronic disease is one of the
priority topics to be tackled for the coming decades. The prevention, treatment and long-term management
of these often complex and varied conditions that limit quality of life and lower life expectancy are all in
need of broad societal solutions

CHRONIC DISEASE – THE FACTS
Chronic diseases are long term health conditions, mostly non-communicable (i.e. non-infectious) that
are predominantly not curable but require lifelong management. Chronic diseases in the European Union
affect all member states.
Chronic disease:
are responsible for 86% of all deaths, with a higher proportion found in Eastern European countries.
affects more than 80% of people aged over 65.
costs 70-80% of total health care budgets (700 billion euros/year).
affects life expectancy which has risen by 6 years in the last 20 years leading to an increase of age-related
chronic disease.
have the following main avoidable risk factors: tobacco use, alcohol abuse, poor diets and a lack of
physical activity.

EU CITIZENS AFFECTED BY SELECT CHRONIC DISEASES

Cancer

36M

Neurodegenerative Conditions

9M

Mental Illness

125M

Cardiovascular Conditions

100M

COPD and Respiratory Conditions

55M

Diabetes

56M

EMPOWERING CITIZENS
R E I s e a r c h w i l l b e t h e f i r s t n e t w o r k i n t h e w o r l d c o n n e c t i n g s c i e n t i s t s,
u n i v e r s i t i e s, b u s i n e s s, m e d i a, p o l i c y m a k e r s a n d c i t i z e n s a t l a r g e
in a single web based platform
A p l a t f o r m w o r k i n g w i t h b i g d a t a, a r t i f i c i a l i n t e l l i g e n c e a n d t h i r d
generation search technology to offer a safe and reliable environment
that can foster the global debate about scientific issues with
a multi-sectoral and multi-disciplinary approach
The big data trend, among others, with its multiple connected devices, subjects, disciplines, sector, issues
is exponentially increasing the quantity of information. The objects, the categories, the people, the
organizations, the corporations are interconnected as well. Humans are connected with machines and
machines with machines, defining vast areas of our societies. The research, policy making, media
and society worlds need to overcome and master, at least track and understand these massive flows
of informations and interactions

RESEARCH

MEDIA

Share
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Comment
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Inform
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POLICY

Engage
Listen
Ask
Respond

SOCIETY/
CITIZENS

Contribute
Debate
Discuss
Be Heard
Question

REIsearch aims to become the place to go when looking for authoritative research and information.

of citizens, so they can make better informed decisions

REIsearch is being run by Atomium Culture - European Institute for Science, Media and Democracy.
Visit EISMD.EU for further information.

ATOMIUM culture
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for s cience, med ia and democrac y

